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Save a Forgotten Equine (SAFE) in Redmond, 
Washington is Now Accredited by the Global 
Federation of Animal Sanctuaries 

 

January 24, 2022 (Redmond, WA) - The Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries 
(GFAS), the only globally recognized organization providing standards for identifying 
legitimate animal sanctuaries, awarded Accredited status to Save a Forgotten Equine as 
of January 12, 2022. 

Accreditation signifies that Save a Forgotten Equine (SAFE) meets GFAS’s rigorous and 

peer-reviewed equine care standards which are confirmed by a comprehensive site visit. 
Accreditation also signifies adherence to standards addressing the sustainability of the 
organization, ethical principles, finances, staffing, education outreach, security and safety 
and other operational aspects. The Accreditation status also provides a clear and trusted 
means for the public, donors, and grantors to recognize Save a Forgotten Equine as an 
exceptional organization. 

“We are very proud to announce the transition from Verified to Accredited status for Save 
a Forgotten Equine,” said Daryl Tropea, Ph.D., GFAS Program Director-Equine. “As most 
of their equines come from cruelty and neglect situations, SAFE is dedicated to providing 

a healing and nurturing environment so these equines can find refuge in preparation for new and lasting homes. 
When at capacity, SAFE offers several community outreach options including a hay bank that has assisted many 
horse owners during these difficult years. While providing excellent care, SAFE also implements the full range of non-
profit management best practices ensuring the sustainability of this organization for years to come.  In a perfect world, 
there would be no need for equine rescues but until that time, we are fortunate to have dedicated and committed 
organizations such as Save a Forgotten Equine.” 

“SAFE is very proud to have achieved Accreditation from GFAS,” said Bonnie Hammond, Executive Director for 
SAFE. “We hold ourselves to a very high standard of equine care and nonprofit governance, and it is gratifying to 
have those standards validated by an organization like GFAS.” 

The GFAS Equine Accreditation Program is made possible by a generous grant from The American Society for the 

Prevention of Cruelty to Animals® and the Kenneth Scott Charitable Trust.   

 
About Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries  
Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries (GFAS) is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization dedicated to the sole purpose of 
strengthening and supporting the work of animal sanctuaries, rescues, and rehabilitation centers worldwide. The goal 
of GFAS in working with and assisting these animal care facilities is to ensure they are supported, honored, 
recognized and rewarded for meeting important criteria in providing care to the animals in residence. GFAS was 
founded in 2007 by animal protection leaders from a number of different organizations in response to virtually  
unchecked and often hidden exploitation of animals for human entertainment and financial profit. The GFAS Board of 
Directors guides the organization’s work in a collaborative manner. While the board includes those in top leadership at  
The Humane Society of the United States, International Fund for Animal Welfare, and American Anti-Vivisection 
Society, all board members serve as individuals dedicated to animal sanctuaries. www.sanctuaryfederation.org. 

http://www.sanctuaryfederation.org/
mailto:daryl@sanctuaryfederation.org
mailto:bonnie@safehorses.org
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About Save a Forgotten Equine 

Since 2005, Save a Forgotten Equine (SAFE) has been rescuing and rehabilitating horses that have been starved, 
neglected, abused or are unwanted. We have formal agreements in place with Animal Control agencies in King, 
Pierce, and Snohomish counties to support their fight to protect horses in this region. SAFE also provides assistance 
to horse owners struggling to care for their animals in the current economy. 

SAFE is deeply committed to its rescued horses. We have extensive experience in equine rehabilitation and have 
successfully brought many neglected horses back from the brink of starvation. All of our horses are provided with 
routine vet care, dental care, vaccinations, and farrier care. Once a horse has been successfully rehabilitated, we 
carefully evaluate them to discover their strengths and suitability, and we provide many of these horses with 
professional training to help ensure them a safe and productive future. While at SAFE, horses receive a lot of 
personal attention and handling. Our rideable horses are worked on a regular basis by our on-staff trainer and by 
qualified volunteer riders under her supervision. 

Once a horse is ready for a permanent home, SAFE undertakes a rigorous screening process to find the ideal 
placement. We carefully review applications, check references, and conduct site visits, with the goal of finding a long-
term home that will benefit both horse and adopter. After a horse is placed into its forever home, annual follow-up 
visits are conducted to ensure the animal’s continued well-being and SAFE will take a horse back if its adopter can’t 
continue to care for it. 

Despite our years of success helping horses in the local area, SAFE remains a small, modest organization that 
operates on a shoestring budget and works hard to make every penny count. We rely on public donations to pay the 
majority of our operating expenses. The funds we raise are used to feed, house, care for and train our 
horses…essentially paying for everything needed to ensure them a safe and productive future. We have minimal 
management expenses, and only five paid full time employees. The heart of SAFE is our volunteers — from our 
Board of Directors to the more than 150 volunteers who handle the day to day care of the horses — an incredible 
group of people who believe in SAFE’s mission and give the best of their talents and energy to make it succeed. 

For more information, please visit; Save a Forgotten Equine (SAFE) | Rescuing, rehabilitating, and retraining horses 
facing neglect or abuse and provide them with the best opportunity for a permanent home and a lifetime of safety. 
(safehorses.org) 

https://www.safehorses.org/
https://www.safehorses.org/
https://www.safehorses.org/

